
Beware of Calls from Area Code 876

Find out how to identify and avoid falling victim to this criminal enterprise.

Each day 30,000 phone calls are made from the
876 area code attempting to trick senior citizens into

sending money. This fraud has caused devastating fi nancial
and emotional harm – last year alone, these scams cheated

seniors across the country out of $300 million, including
many right here in Northern New England.



If you believe you or a family member may have been the victim of a scam from area code
876, or receive any suspicious calls, contact your local police department immediately. For
more information visit www.bewareof876.com. Together we can help end this cycle of abuse.
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What you can do:
•  Don’t give out your address or bank information. Remember – legitimate

operations will never require you to pay to collect sweepstakes winnings.

• Never wire money to anyone with whom you aren’t familiar.

•  Never provide anyone with personal information such as bank accounts, 

pin numbers or Social Security numbers.

• Consider adding caller ID, call block or call intercept to your phone line.

• Check any unfamiliar area codes before returning calls.

•  Limit your interaction with the caller. The more time you spend on the

phone with them, the more likely they will be to call you back.

The 876 scam works like this:

•  The victim receives a call from an 876 area code, which 

is often mistaken for a toll-free number.

•  The caller tells the victim that he or she has won the

lottery or prize. The caller then asks for a fee of up to

$4,000 to cover shipping and processing for the prize.

•  These calls may occur more than once, and the caller may

ask the victim not to tell anyone about the prize/money.


